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Mangrove trees use sunlight and 
CO2 to grow by photosynthesis

Fallen leaves become food for 
bacteria and microbes, which 
convert fallen material into dead 
organic matter known as detritus

Invertebrate species, including 
worms, crabs, shrimp, barnacles, 
and mussels, feed on the detritus

Small fish as well as wading 
birds feed on the many 
detritus-eating animals

Larger fish enter the mangroves 
with the tide in search of food, 
eating the small fish and 
invertebrates
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